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man, who had attained eminence in another branch of
science, Dr Magnus Hirschfeld, one of the most famous
sexual pathologists of our time, head of the Institute for
Sexual Research in Berlin. I was collecting material at the
time for a series of articles on the 'sexual underworld' of
Europe, and on the occasion of my visits I received much
valuable information from Dr Hirschfeld. Among other
things, he had a complete statistical record of the distribu-
tion of homosexuality throughout the world, and I remember
his categoric declaration that every thirtieth man and every
thirtieth woman was from birth, that is, constitutionally,
homosexual or bi-sexual, and this throughout the world
without any geographical limits. He stressed the fact that
this applied to the genuine, lifelong homosexuals and did
not take into account the large numbers of people in
prison-camps, prisons, boarding-schools, etc., who are en-
couraged or forced by their environment into temporary
abnormal sexual activity. Dr Hirschfeld emphasized in this
connection that of course there are infinitely more sexual
intermediate and mixed types in the psychic sense than in
the physical.
At the end of June 1922, my friend Carl D. Groat, at
that time Berlin correspondent of the United Press, and
now publisher of a prosperous newspaper in Columbus,
Ohio, brought me an offer from the 'U.P,' which was a
pure gamble on their part, but which was based on the
confidence which Roy W. Howard, chairman of their
board of directors at the time, placed in my business and
executive abilities, 'if any', I had done only journalistic
work till then. The offer now suggested that I should return
to the U.P., from which I had resigned some time pre-
viously, that I should work for some time in their New
York and Washington offices, in order to receive a thorough
training in American methods of news-gathering and dis-
semination, after which I was to become general European